‘idea in a world of night-bomber'y ? 


OUR HESS 
GUESS 


UDOLF HESS has 
something to think about, 
probably there has been more beat- 
ing of brains about him than on any 


given us 


and 


other topic since the war began. On 
any showing his act was the act of a 
courageous man and a skilful aviator. 
And the simple reflection that prob- 
ably not one member of our own Gov- 
ernment is capable of a like exploit 
will carry us some little way toward 
an understanding of a fundamental 
difference between the Nazi regime 
and our own. We put this difference 
once: Britain belongs to the obsolete 
past, Germany to the perverted fu- 
ture. Something in us wants to 
salute the gesture of Hess as an act 
of chivalry. Knight-errantry is the 
word that comes to mind. And then 
we pause. Is knight-errantry a gale 
s 
Nazi knight-errantry not a contradic- 
tion in terms? 


_ Perhaps it is. But this contradic- 
tion in Lerms actually exists. It exists 
in a person, and the person is Rudolf 
Hess. There is the problem. And 
the British press can make nothing 
of it at all. Its contortions are deeply 
interesting. 
News-Chronicle. 

We can hfve no truck with those who 
are now attempting to present this evil 
man ta us aS someone who is ‘funda- 
mentally decent” or as an ‘idealist’. He 
is not; he is a Nazi, and one of the worst 
of them. 
to make nonsense of the war. 


The last sentence is truly reveal- 


Take for example the | 


To suppose him anything else is | 


ing. The test of truth is that it must | 


not “make nonsense of the war.” No 
thought can be admitted to the mind 
that tends to “make nonsense of the 
war.” We, who start from the pre- 
miss that the war i 


though nonsense of a grim and ter- ; 


rible kind: a cosmic nonsense, so to’ 
speak—are not required to deny the 
fact of Hess. Our imaginations do 
not snap under the strain of ad- 
mitting that he may be both “funda- 
mentally decent” and an “idealist.” 


Anyhdéw, our own simple solution 
to the Hess mystery is that he was 
bent on peace—not because Germany 
is in a bad way, but simply because 
he foresaw that the alternative was 
an interminable war 
haustion. 


destiny is done—and it is something 
more than a coincidence that in the 
same week as his dramatic flight 
Marshal Pétain should have an- 
nounced his: acceptance, on behalf of 
France, of the policy of economic and 
political collaboration with Germany 
The foundations of the new European 
order (Hess would believe) are now 
laid. Nothing Britain can do can 
change them substantially. If they 
did not exist, they would have to be 
invented. That the preliminary work 
of destruction has been so easily and 
so speedily accomplished would 
merely be so much evidence to Fess 
that this element in the Fuhrer’s 
work had been_truly providential. 


If only the obstinate 
could be made to see it! If only they 
could accept the accomplished fact 
before a train of events of a different 
order was put in motion by the dae- 
monic necessities of war: namely, the 
upheaval of the British Empire—as 
distinct from the British Common- 
wealth. There is all the difference 
in the world between being the agent 
of a new European order, and being 
the agent of a new near-Eastern 
chaos. 
pears to have been convinced that a 
prolongation of the war can only lead 
to Britain’s final undoing. And that 
seemed to him a disastrous prospect. 
In other words, Hess took his risk 
to save a people whom he admired. 
Of course, if he is simply and solely 
another of those “evil men”, such an 
exploit and such a purpose are incon- 
ceivable, because it really does “make 
nonsense of the war.” And that is 


“lese-majesté, or blasphemy, according 


to your taste. 


English, 


Rightly or wrongly, Hess ap- | 


MAY 


is nonsense | Wanted tyranny. 


| readers. 
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By REGINALD REYNOLDS 


“cs 


burg. It was in 1928. 


E want a dictator,” the old German said to me in Ham- 


“What dictator?” I asked, a little 


puzzled; and he answered: “Just a dictator—someone to 


tell us what to do.” 


I went away even more puz- 
zled. I could not understand the 
mentality of a man who did not 
mind what he did, so long as it 
was not of his own choice and 
that he was forced to do it. But 
five years later I was pondering 
those words again and multiply- 
ing the incredible by millions. 


Then, the other day, a man who 
was supporting this war—a Socialist, 
too, in his own estimation—told me 
that the workers of Britain needed a 
dictatorship, apparently as a punish- 
ment for having tolerated Chamber- 
lain. Another man, opposed to the 
war, talked vaguely of the advantages 
to be gained from the suppression of 
Parliament — by a military coup 
d@état, the work of a man of “ability, 
decency, and guts.’ A third man, a 
disillusioned Marxist who had retired 
from active politics, told me that “the 
masses everywhere always wanted a 
tyranny when they wanted anything 
at all.” 


Democracy hell!—free speech and 
free press my foot! — Cromwell, 
Robespierre, Napoleon, Stalin, Musso- 
lini, and Hitler proved the masses 
Let them have it! 


THE PEOPLE’S “WILL” 


It is a curious inversion, of demo- 
cracy when one finds that the “will 
of the people” is—to abdicate. Indeed, 
it creates a very difficult problem for 
the conscientious democrat. To him, 
at least, it is no consolation to reflect 
that fascism is the instrument of “Big 
Business”, and I am personally re- 
lieved that people are beginning to 


| see through that very unsatisfactory 
of mutual ex- | 


t We should guess that he | 
believes that the work of the German | 


explanation. 


F, A. Ridley, who is as clear-headed 
a man as I know, has recently ex- 
posed this explanation as a dangerous 
half-truth, and his pamphlet * should 
be read by,all who are as bothered 
and muddled as I often feel myself. 


Years ago Ridley said to me in the 
British Museum: “Fascism is Fabian- 
ism with jack-boots on.’ The epi- 
gram does not occur in his new 
pamphlet, but it does sum up a great 
deal that he has to tell us. The 


* Fascism—What is it? By F. A. Ridley. 


Freedom Press, price 6d. 


Won in a Canter 


WE have romped home. The week’s 

* contributions to the, Fighting 
Fund amounted to £56 8s. 6d. That 
alone carried us beyond the £2,000 
mark. But in addition came the first 
cheque for the proceeds of the Trea- 
sure Hunt: no less a sum than £70. 
This makes the total £2,089 6s. 4d. 
My heartfelt thanks! 

Now for the steady pull toward the 
third thousand. The return from the 
Treasure Hunt is so rewarding that 
I wish to urge it on still more 
Only 1 in 200 so far has 
actually hunted out those forgotten 
gold and silver articles and made a 
parcel of them. Tie a knot in your 
handkerchief about it. 

Finally, I wish to thank the many 
readers who have contributed for the 
special purpose of enabling me to 
take what a friend has called my 
“two thousand pound holiday.” 


The Editor 


Fabians are the best examples among 
Socialist thinkers and writers of a 
certain tendency—the emphasis upon 
how instead of who—which has viti- 
ated socialist thought. 


Capitalist chaos so obsessed our 
minds for a whole generation with 
the necessity for organization that 
the question “Who is to do the organ- 
izing?’ seemed remote and academic, 
That, of course, is history’s peren- 
nial tragedy—every question is con- 
sidered theoretical and abstract until 
it suddenly becomes horribly practi- 
eal. And by then it is often too late 
to do much about it. 


“ INEVITABILITY 


Socialists for many years talked 
a great deal about 
which was obviously going to prove 
inevitable, and very little about who 
was going to do the organizing—a 


organization, ; 


question by no means pre-determined. | 


Perhaps it was part of their Marxist 
heritage that the inevitables of econo- 
mies attracted them much more than 
the ethical issues, which the mate- 


rialist conception of history could not | 
Ridley. compares | 


decide for them. 
Marxism to Calvinism in this respect, 
for both offered a.determinist solu- 
tion, each offered the certainty of vic- 
tory, and the Calvinist “Elect” were 
the equivalent of the Marxist ‘‘Dic- 
tatorship of the Proletariat.” 


It appears that men in the mass | 


work more enthusiastically for a 
cause that is promised inevitable 
triumph, though one might have ex- 
pected such “inevitability” to make 


a Communist lazy in his work and a; 


Calvinist lax in his morals. Once 
more human nature shows itself in- 
explicable in terms of logic. 


The result of this teaching can be 


seen today. The Fabian end of so-/| 


cialism completely captured the La- 
bour Party, whilst similar influences 
dominated the social - democratic 
parties on the Continent. 
formed minority governments or en- 
tered into coalition with the older 
parties in order to obtain office. 

The result could only be socialist 
organization on a capitalist basis— 
that is to say, as much co-ordination 
of industry as capitalists would per- 
mit (ditto State control) and corpora- 
tions such as the LPTB, but always 


the old profit motive kept intact. The | 


war has accelerated that process cand 
shown us just what “the inevitability 
of socialism” really means. It had 


socialists—pace the efforts of Messrs. 
Bevin, Morrison, and Co. 


OPPOSITES MEET 


lives fighting for, startling facts 
come to light. The first is that 
whichever way we start out, we seem 
to reach the same end; and that it is 
not, after all, a very pleasant end. 
The Bolsheviki set out in the opposite 
direction from the Fabians. They 
would have no coalitions or compro- 
mises. They had their revolution and 
their revolutionary dictatorship. 

The Nazis again, disgusted alike 
with Social Democracy, capitalist in- 
dividualism, and Communism, tried 
yet a third path. Ridley compares 
them to the Jesuits, who met Re- 
formation with Counter Reformation. 
And yet Britain in the year 1941 is 
racing to meet Russia and Germany 
on a common level—that of the totali- 
tarian State. 


Socialists | 


to come, even if there had been no! 


But now that we are rapidly getting | 
just what many socialists spent their | 


Behind this convergence of systems 
lies a convergence of ideas, or lack 
of them. In spite of all the recent 
talk of liberty and democracy im Bri- 
tain, it has never oceurred to the 
Labour Party that efficiency and or- 
ganization were two-edged weapons, 
capable of. being used for two 
purposes. 

A community that organizes itself 
collectively, owning corporately and 
controlling democratically the means 
of production, extends its own free- 
dom by its greater efficiency—that is 
to say, by its more scientific mastery 
of nature. But a community organ- 
ized by others for the benefit of them- 
selves becomes nearer to slavery with 
each advance in efficiency. The fewer 
the masters, the greater the tyranny. 
The tighter and more efficient the 
organization, the greater is the servi- 
tude of the individual. 


(To be continued.) 


Commentary 


GERMANY @& 
FRANCE 


Edited by ‘“‘Observer”’ 


[° is hard to understand the indigna- 

tion aroused by French acquiescence 
in the German use of Syria as a land- 
ing-ground for their aeroplanes. What 
do the indignant expect France to 


do? To declare a new war on Ger- 
many? The idea is surely preposter- 
|ous. France, as the same indignant 


ones make no bones about emphasiz- 
ing in other contexts, is at the mercy 
of Germany; and so long as the war 
lasts it is inevitable that she should 
remain in that position. 


What we refuse to admit, except 
in a hole and corner way, is that the 
mercy of Germany toward France is 
less onerous than might have been 
expected. A writer in The Times 
(May 19) elaborately explains the 
dependence of French industry on 
Germany. Yet he says, “As long as 
France consents to be a hand-maiden 
to the German master she can have 
no hope of re-establishing her econo- 
mic independence.” The implication 
that, if France did not consent, she 
would be able to re-establish her 
economic independence, is ridiculous: 
she would simply be condemned t06' 
mass-unemployment, poverty, and 
starvation. 

So long as the fantastic view is 
encouraged that France could be in- 
dependent of Germany if she so willed, 
so long the already great gulf be- 
tween Britain and France will widen 
and France be compelled to seek not 
merely an understanding with Ger- 


| many, but understanding from Ger- 


many. Are we incapable of this? 
A German Practice ? 


GOOD example of this sublime 

incapacity to see the situation of 
Europe objectively, which is the fatal 
curse that dogs the British mentality, 
is to be found in the Sunday Times 
(May 18). In a report of the situa- 
tion in Rumania, this occurs:— 

The spring sowings amount this year te 
about 5,000,000 acres, which is one-third 
more than last year. This is said to be 
due to the 6500 tractors, 4,00® sowing 
machines, and 8,000 plougha sent by Ger- 
many. It also means that a very large 
area of pasture has been ploughed up, 
according to the well-established German 
practice of destroying all higher forma of 
agriculture in al] the occupied countries as 
a first step toward the lowering of their 
standard of living. , 
It hardly calls for comment. If it 

were true, we might reasonably call 
for a revolution against our own Gov- 
ernment, which took precisely the 
same step toward the lowering of our 
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standard of living at the beginning of 
the war. But, over against this 
notable imbecility, we may set this 
from The Times (May 19):— 


It ig not an exaggeration to write of ‘‘a 
renaissance of farming in Britain.” The 
plough and Hitler have been the great 
awakeners, but farmers have accepted the 
hard tasks and the instructions the war has 
laid upon them because in their hearts they 
have known all along that the way of the 
plough was really the right way, both in 
peace and“in war, and consciously or un- 
consciously they have rejoiced at the soil 
thus coming into its own again. 


American Opinion 


’ EVERTHELESS, in spite of the almost 
4N universal purblindness of our propaganda 
and our press, there are signs of a dawning 
awareness of the true position. The com- 
placent assumption that it is only a ques- 
tion of hanging on till America puts every- 
thing right for us is being quietly ques- 
tioned in many places. Some eyes are 
opened by the impressive sequence of strikes 
in USA and the evident unwillingness of the 
President to take the “strong action” that 
capitalist patriots call for. It does not take 
much common sense to realize that big 
strikes whose effect must be a drastic diminu- 
tion in war-production could hardly be pos- 
sible in a country solid for war. 


And occasionally the press goes so far as 
to admit that probably the bulk of American 
opinion is still against complete participa- 
tion in the war. An example of this caution 
is the message -from the New York corre- 
spondent of the Sunday Times (May 18). “‘The 
heart of the problem is that no nation is 
willing to fight except where her own vital 
interests are involved,” and.the theme of the 
message is that the bulk of Americans are 
not convinced that their vital interests are 
involved in this struggle. 


Questions for Americans 


HE correspondent goes on to speak of a 

“deep-rooted conviction” in America “that 
while American production can give the 
Allies eventual military superiority over the 
Axis, this alone cannot hring the war to a 
vietorious end; that America's entry into the 
war must inevitably-call for an expeditionary 
force of millions.’’ This deep-rooted convic- 
tion is certainly being confirmed by Lord 
Halifax’s speeches, if they are correctly re- 
ported. They offer the Americans the pro- 
spect of slowly establishing such vast aerial 
superiority over the Germans on the coast 
of France that Brilish and American troops 
can successfully invade the Continent. Lord 
Halifax, tf the reports are true, is silent 
about the American contribution to the in- 
vading army. 

But the Americang were not born yester- 
day. Moreover, they are quite capable of ask- 
ing themselves why the enormous air-supe- 
riority of the Germans did not enable Hitler 
to land a conquering army in Britain last 
yedr. And if it be replied that the British- 
American armies will come as liberators to 
peoples groaning under the Nazi tyranny, 
again the Americans are shrewd enough ta 
ask themselves whether this is true, even 
now, and whether it will not be even less 
true in three or four years’ time. The French 
decision to co-operate with Germany indicates 
that the picture of the future drawn by 
British propaganda is remote from the 
reality. 


New Approach Needed 


HAT Lord Hatifax’s plan_ of campaign 
for the future is very unlikely to be 
realized is admitted by the New Statesman 
(May 17): 
If Germany is to be defeated and if this 
country is to endure the agonies that would 
be involved in waiting several years until 


the conditions assumed by Lord Halifax 
are realities, it is clear that the whole ap- 


proach of the Government and of conven- 


tional opinion toward the war must he 
changed. We are so accustomed to our 
insular habits, we have learnt (7?) with 


such difficulty that we are-no longer the 
greatest, or indeed one of the greatest 
Powers in the world, that we seldom con- 
sider how this struggle looks to outside 
peoples. 


We may lay it down as a basie proposi- 
tion that every country which has experi- 
enced German, rule would prefer British 
Victory: casa vs But if Britain appears the 
weaker party, if the alternative is massacre 
from the air or surrender to the’ Nazis, 
small peoples have no choice but to give 
in to Nazi threats. If they give up their 
independence with infinite reluctance and 
admire the stoutness of British resistance, 
they have not that enthusiasm for Britain 
that we in England like to imagine. What 
haé Britain offered, or what does Britain 
offer even now, except a return to a Europe 
which cannot in fact ever be revived in its 
old form, and, outside Europe, an extension 
of her own imperial interests ? 


Way Out? 


HAT is an understatement of the prob- 

lem. What does the New Statesman 
suggest by way of solving it? First, it sup- 
poses that these realities of the situation are 
much more clear to President. Roosevelt than 
they are to Mr. Churchill. Second, it postu- 
lates that the USA, much more even than 
in 1917-18, .renlly has the decision of British 
policy in its hands. So it calls upon the 
President not only to lay down general pro- 
positions about the kind of world the idealist 
would like, “but also to state the canditions 
which America and Britain would regard as 
essential before they would consider a cessa- 
tion of slaughter.” 


Thus the onus for continuing the war is 
to be thrown upon Hitler, instead of repos- 
ing where ft does (in the eyes of the Euro- 
pean)—upon ourselves. That is all very well, 
so far as it goes. But if those essential con- 
ditions include the removal of Hitler, it is 
pretty safe to say that no German will trust 
them. It is easy enough to say that “our 
principal menace to his regime should be the 


knowledge in every suffering person on the 
Continent that he and he alone was maintain- 
ing a war that could be ended without the 
disintegration or destruction of his country, 
which must support him so long as it fears 
a revenge.” To create that knowledge seems 
to me an impossible dream. For the average 
German it means relying on British and 
American promises. They have had some. 


Hess 


HERE ig a very real danger that Hess’s 

exploit will be interpreted in a way to 
encourage this dream. To the one-way minds 
that have control in war, there are two, and 
only two, alternative explanations of Hess. 
Either he is an agent of Hitler, or he is a 
rebel against Hitler, and his act portends a 
split in Nazism. But it is quite as likely 
that neither of these is true, but that Hess 
has taken the risk of practically interpreting 
what he helieves to be Hitler’s secret thought. 
What Hitler cannot do, Hess can. ‘What 
Hess is saying is the secret of the British 
War Cabinet’? (Times, May 19). I hazard 
the guess that it is a secret that the BWC 
will not easily decipher. 


I_ must confess to a feeling (which the 
hard-boiled may fairly ascribe to wishful think- 
ing) that Hess’s act may prove to have broken 
the spiritual deadlock the world is in today. 
It has the quality of belonging to a new 
dimension. It strikes the imagination of 
simple folk. And I have been struck by the 
indignation which a violent anti-pacifist of 
my acquaintance expressed at-the press abuse 
of Hess. . 


Se 


NE other salutary recognition of fact 

appears to be making a little headway. 
The Eastern Daily Press (May 16) expresses 
it in the crisp sentence: “A defeated Germany 
will stil! be the strongest military Power in 
Europe.” The New Statesman’s version is 
more elaborate: ‘Even if England, itself a 
smoking ruin, were to sueceed in reducing 
Germany also to flames and rubble, even so 
the German people would remain the most 
industrious, the most unified in political con- 
sciousness, the most skilful, and the most 
numerous in Europe.” 


The recognition is more than a little over- 
due; still, it is welcome. And perhaps the 
deduction expressed so guardedly by the 
Eastern Daily Press is making headway, too. 
“We cannot assume that the phrases we used 
with conviction eighteen months ago retain 
all their validity today.” 


Street Scene 
EF FOUND myself in Cheapside the other 


day__the first time for a year. It was 
completely unrecognizable. Indeed it does not 


exist. As a boy I went to school within a 
quarter of a mile of Cheapside: it is to me 
the most familiar street in the City of London. 
Yet had I been set down in it without a tell- 
tale street-name to inform me, I should never 
have guessed where I was. 


Alcohol & War 


WO interesting items appeared in | 
The People (May 4)—on different | 


pages, of course: 


The Government has decided that every 
effort must be made to keep up the war- 
time supply of beer. Brewers have been 
informed that the State wishes them to 
maintain their output. . .. 


In the same issue was an article 
on Germany, which ended thas:— 


Alcoholism has made tremendous pro- 
gress in Germany in recent years. It is 
not discouraged by the Nazi leaders who 
know that people who get drunk are apt 
to forget their grievances and are incapable 
of serious opposition. . .. 


Abolition of Bombing 


[N the House of Lords on May 6, 

Lord Ponsonby made an appeal that 
Britain should take the lead in the 
abolition of aerial bombing. To this 
Lord Simon replied: 


I share with the noble Lord, and I should 
think with everyone else, horror and de- 
testation of this mcthod of warfare. Great 
efforts were made before the war to get 
rid of it or to limit it. Efforts were made 
at the Disarmament Conference by the Bri- 
tish Government. Efforts were made by 
the Foreign Office in endeavouring to ini- 
tiate an agreement between the four great 
countries of Western Europe, at any rate 
~-France, Germany, Italy, and ourselves-— 
that there should be no bombing as between 
ourselves. Why did those efforts fail? It 
is perfectly obvious, if one looks at the 
situation in the light thrown on it today, 
that one of the principal reasons for their 
failure was that those responsible for the 
policy of Germany would have none of it. 


The aptest comment upon this re- 
markable perversion of the facts is 
the follewing passage from the Man- 
chester Guardian, May 20, 1932:— 


~At the Technica] Aviation Commission 
of the Disarmament Conference . . the 
German delegate proposed that all military 
aircraft be entirely abolished. . . . The Ger- 
man resolution was rejected by 22 votes to 
7. The British delegate .voted in the 
majority. 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 COURSES IN ECONOMIC 


PRINCIPLES 


To the Editor of Peace News 


I AND my colleagues on the Parlia- 

mentary Peace Aims Group have 
been pleased and impressed by the 
strong measure of support we have 
obtained among members of the Peace 
Pledge Union. Mere opposition to 
war, of necessity a negative attitude, 
is not enough, and pacifists have in 
large numbers shown that they are 
glad to work for the positive founda- 
tion of peace. 


The Pope and the leaders of the Churches 
in Britain have given a magnificent lead in 
their peace points and standards of economic 
practice. The Peace Aims Group has been 
able to accept them without reservation. HoW 
these are to be put into practice is a matter 
of economics, and I appreciate fully how ne 
cessary to the work we have in hand is know- 
ledge of the broad cconomie principles gov- 
erning men’s relations in society, and how 
important that all who sympathize with us 
should share it. Unhappily, this knowledge 
is not taught in the universities and colleges, 
so we must turn elsewhere for it. 

As many of your readers will know, a 
band of voluntary workers are giving courses 
in these ufiversal principles under the name 
of the Henry George School of Economics. 
In Peace News, in the fatal September of 
1938, the late George Lansbury recommended 
all pacifists to attend, and I join respectfully 
with him. 

Members of the Peace Pledge Union, who. 
through their experience in organizing and 
running groups, are well fitted to carry for- 
ward the essential work’ of teaching, will not 
only gain knowledge of how economic effect 
can be given to the Churches’ declaration, but, 
.if they wish, will be trained to act as tutors. 

No greater service can be given to the 
cause of peace than to equip ourselves with 
the necessary knowledge of how to accomplish 
our aims, and I shall be pleased to supply 
information about classes and literature on 
request. 


R. R. STOKES 
13 Suffolk St., 3.W.1. . 


Very different (from Napoleon’s) was Wel- 
lington’s comment on the soldier's life. Bl 
hope to God,” he said to Lady Shelley just 


after Waterloo, “that I have fought my last ~ 


It is a bad thing to be always fight- 
While in the thick of it, I am too much 
occupied to feel anything; but it is wretched 
just after. It igs quite impossible to think 
of glory. Both mind and feelings are ex- 
hausted. I am wretched even in the moment 


battle. 


| o£ victory, and I always fee! that next to a 


misery is a battle 


battle Igst the 
by A. L. Fisher. 


gained.”"--From 


greatest. 
Napoleon, 


Moral Camouflage Debunked 


The Preparation of, Peace. 


HIS volume of kindly, pene- - 


trating commonsense deals 
only by occasional indirect refer- 
ence_ with political experiments 
for peace-making.. It is con- 


cerned with that reconstruction 
of moral values, and that dedica- 


tion of the human will to ideal 
purposes which are the sole 
essentials of a warless world. 


Though society has hitherto lacked 
this will, concealing spiritual bank- 
ruptcy beneath a super-abundance of 
political machinery, Laurence Hous- 
man does not despair of its develop- 
ment. Throughout these essays, 
especially the reprinted lecture reply- 
ing to Lord Birkenhead’s notorious 
Rectorial address at Glasgow in 1924, 
he proves to our satisfaction that “‘it 
is human nature for human nature to 
change.”’ 


Since these chapter's are mainly con- 
cerned with the ingredients of spirit- 
ual change, many do not strictly re- 
late to any peace programme. There 
is a delightful concluding section on 
“The Value of Laughter’; another, 
“Crime and Society,” on penal reform; 
and a third, “Prophets Ancient and 
Modern,” which includes vignettes on 
St. Francis of Assisi, Thomas Tra- 
herne, Walt Whitman and William 
Blake—who, as Mr. Housman rightly 
emphasizes, puts “lack of energy and 
lack of imagination” as the qualities 
which “stand between man and his 
realization and enjoyment of the 
world.”” He might have added that 
these qualities are specially charact- 
eristic of the British people. 


These and other essays not im- 
mediately ad hoc to the problems 
raised by a second world war, reflect 
the atmosphere of less dramatic 
periods. The book would, I think, have 
increased its force if some of its 
chapters had been rewritten, to the 
slight degree necessary to give them 


By Laurence Housman. 


Cape 8s. Gd. 


a connecting theme and a direct rela- 
tion to the situation which has 
emerged from man’s mismanagement 
of human relationships. 


This thought-provoking relevance 
conspicuously animates the first five 
chapters, which for all their basis of 
benevolent philosophy, have a sparkle 
derived from the frequency with which 
they hit contemporary nails on the 
head. An essay on “Sectional Moral- 
ity” shows why society, unwilling to 
make the efforts and sacrifices neces- 
sary for improvement, is so consti- 
tuted that “every wolf-man is very 
much afraid that if his morals take 
him too much ahead of the rest they 
will catch hold of him by his unde- 
fended tail and eat him.” 

I wish that the chapters entitled 
“Stern Justice” and “Honour” “could 
be reproduced as pamphlets and 
widely circulated, particularly in 
government departments. In war, as 
we all know, the power of words to 
deceive is exploited to its utmost 
limit. Many words so completely lose 
their normal application that we se- 
lect one set to describe the actions of 
the enemy and another to publicize 
our own—even though the motives, 
procedure and consequences of these 
actions are bérely distinguishable one 
from the other. 


ABUSE OF WORDS 


“Stern Justice” and “Honour’ strip 
the moral camouflage (offspring of 
sentimental self-righteousness), from 
two of our most abused words, and 
show just what the uprising of patri- 
otic emotion that they inspire does to 
the human capacity for thought. 
These chapters are a splendid de- 
bunking of the high-sounding terms 
under which we glorify national con- 
duct that appears singularly doubtful 
when judged according to the stand- 
ards of common morality. 


“Vengeance,” as Mr. Housman re- 


minds us, ‘has been a negligible in- 
gredient in the development of man's 


~ 


VERA BRITTAIN 


reviews Laurence Housman’'s 
latest volume 


sense of Justice. The best and great- 
est causes have had to do without.” 
“Honour,” similarly, has too often 
been used to excuse “mere bullying 
and brow-beating for the maintenance 
of what was regarded as ‘prestige.’ ” 
The scene in which Prince Albert ex- 
plains to Victoria, as he alters Pal- 
merston’s dispatch on the Alabama 
incident, the difference between: 
national puide and true national hon- 
our, will always remain for me one of 
the most memorable in Victoria 
Regina. 


ESSENTIAL SELF-KNOWLEDGE 


No English reader wha possesses 
any sense of reality could put down 
this latest volume by Laurence Hous- 
man without a larger measure of the 
self-knowledge essential to the substi- 
tutjon for our national arrogance of 
that humble and contrite heart which 
alone will enable this country to play 
a significant role as pexce-maker. 

To see ourselves, our power, wealth 
and past security, together with our 
capacity for self-deception, as other 
nations have seen them—this is the 
first step in the evolution of a polit- 
ical morality which will seek the 
achievement of honour by something 
better than “a careful obseurantism 
of the truth.” 

The Preparation of Peace is the 
work of one of the few really civi- 
lized minds .in our midst today. It 
is a thesis, by one who in his long life 
has seen a number of causes fail but 
many succeed, on the theme that 
what we will can be done—and only 
what we will. 


Fortunately, as Laurence Housman 
remarks, “conscience is catching— 
one of the most catching things in the 
world.” In this fact lies man’s sal- 
vation. It is, indeed, the only hope 
of salvation that he has. 
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SHOULD like to add my sup- 

port to the current ‘appeal for 
nicer wars. 

The Pope, in his Easter broadcast, 


‘appealed to the belligerents to refrain 


from using “ever more deadly instru- 
ments of war.” Every new weapon 
of war,” he said, “inevitably results 
in a counter-weapon on the part of 
the adversary of greater effectiveness. 
Will not an increasing embitterment 
in the use of means of attack sdon 
conform the war into an inconceiv- 
able horror?” 


It might, of course. Already re- 
ports reach me that the war is be- 
coming definitely unpleasant, not to 
say spiteful. A lot of quite bad feel- 
ing is being aroused, and as a church 
warden and chairman of the Watch 
Committee, I feel it my duty to say, 
as I said at the Sunday School treat 
last summer, that if these affairs can- 
not be conducted in a more seemly 
manner in future they had better be 
dropped. 


* * Eo 


As the Pope went on to say, “Al- 
ready today one must lament the fact 
that the limits have been exceeded 
of what might be permissible in a 
just war.” 

This raises an important question 
in Christian ethics: What are the 
limits of unpleasantness proper to a 
just war? We gather from the 
Pope’s words that it is mainly a mat- 
ter of the choice of weapons. Appa- 
rently some weapons are conducive 
to justice and some are not. Which 
weapons are they, then, in which jus- 
tice resides? 


HE basis of the Peace Pledge 
Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 
I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained, Is: 


PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


Ready for Peace 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


Now that war has demonstrated 

the insanity of violence, many’ 
people are for the first time looking 
toward the pacifist alternative. This 
surely is the moment for the widest 
distribution of information as well as 
an opportunity for service. 


Who is there who cann doubt the 
value of getting as many people as 
possible to read such a book as False- 
hood in Wartime by Lord Ponsonby 
when the very subject is repeating 
itself before our eyes? How many 
people are there who deplore the atti- 
tude of the Churches, but how many 
have read Middleton Murry’s The 
Betrayal of Christ by the Churches? 
Questions are being asked and an- 
swers are wanted. Only by helping 
to supply the books can we hope to 
fill the gap. * 

PACIFISTS CAN HELP 

Money is poured out for Spitfires 
and bombs, and pacifists are feeling 
a Sense of frustration because of their 
inability to join in with the national 
effort. We can, however, help the 
nation more usefully and fundament- 
ally by supplying its members with 
the food of reason and thought. 


The pacifist should be willing to 
spend, £ for £, for peace that which 
his neighbour is willing to spend on 
war. Only by an equivalent sacrifice 
shall we convince the non-pacifist that 
we are willing to serve the cause of 
peace for which all are striving. 

LITERATURE SCHEME 

My suggestion to the groups is 
this:—Every group should build up 
a library of books to pass round 
among non-members and at the same 


time make a wide distribution of our 
literature list or extracts from it 


This, I imagine, is largely a tech- 
nical problem. You cannot tell by 
simply looking at them. If you place 
them in a row—bomb, gun, tank, rifle, 
sword, spear, axe, bow and arrow, 
blackjack, gas-bottle and sandbag— 
there is nothing in the appearance of 
any of them to. suggest an innate 
capacity as a justice-producer. 

Unless, of course, it is the sword. 
I notice that in art, Justice is tradi- 
tionally represented as carrying that 
somewhat demodé instrument, and 
poems and speeches always refer to 
the sword of Justice and never to any- 
thing missile, blunt, knobbly, or ex- 
plosive. It seems to be sword or 
nothing. 


But a practical difficulty confronts 
us here. Whenever you see Justice 
holding a sword you will notice that 
she is also blindfold. The dishcloth 
seems as essential a part of her out- 
fit as the weapon. This would seem 
to limit her military efficiency. Sol- 
diers tell me you couldn't run a war 
that way, even if every soldier had 
a well-trained dog to lead him to the 
foe on the end of a string. 


It may be argued that if inability 
to see what you’re hitting is the first 
condition of just fighting, then Jus- 
tige might as well use a bomber, for 
bombers seem to prefer working in 
the dark and almost invariably hit 
the. wrong people. 

But, unless I misinterpret the 
Pope’s words, it is just this sort of 
thing he objects to. Ht is this lack of 
discrimination, by which the soldier’s 
wife and child are just as likely to 
be hit as the soldier, which in his 
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by | 
view has rendered war incompatible 
with justice, and threatens to trans- 


form it from an ordinary respectable 
horror into an inconceivable one. 


So it seems that we shal] have to 
go back to swords. But here another 
practical problem faces us. It, will 
be no good using swords if the other 
side goes on using tanks and bombers. i 
It is no use fighting for justice unless 
you have a chance of winning. Swords 
must be used by both sides or not 
at all. 

Clearly what we want is a confer- | 
ence between the belligerents to draw 
up new rules of war. Then we can} 
start again, but next time there will 
have to be a referee to see that the | 
rules are kept. Foreigners haven’t 
our sense of fair play, and some un- 
scrupulous Nazi might surrepti- | 
tiously introduce a tank or a bow and | 
arrow into his regiment in order to | 
obtain a mean advantage. In that | 
case the referee would blow his |; 
whistle and award us five miles ad- | 
vance on a foul. 


This is, of course, only my own sug- | 
gestion. There may be better ones. 
Perhaps the Pope will be more ex- 
plicit. According to him, there seems 
to be a limit of unpleasantness be- 
yond which war should not go. As | 
seekers after truth, we should be glad 
to know what that limit is. Perhaps 
he will tell his followers exactly what 
is the Christian way of killing and | 
dismembering. - 

In a mechanical age, people require | 
technical details. 
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among people who are thoughtful and 
disturbed by the present impasse. 
Money on books is like a seed in the 
Jand, the result will benefit all of us. 


I do appeal now most urgently to 
every member to spend at least Is. 
on literature from Headquarters each 
week—more if you can. We need the 
demand—you need the supply. The 
best method is: write for our list; 
mark the books you want; send a 
postal order for those you can afford 
yourself; collect a group subscription 
for the more expensive. 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Welwyn Garden City is no longer a garden 
city. It is an overcrowded town, and _ ifs 
whole nature has changed. The PPU group 
is conscious of this and is anxious to adapt 
itself to the changed conditions. The meet- 
ing last Monday which I attended discussed 
the possibility of open-air meetings or house- 
to-house visitation and other methods of mak- 
ing contact with an unknown audience. They 
were agreed that the number of people who 
can now be counted as on the fringe of the 
pacifist movement is much larger than ever 
before. Some way must be found of putting 
hefore them constructive pacifist ideas. Any- 
one in the neighbourhood who is anxious to 
help in this work should write to the secre- 
tary, E. P. Kaye, 84 Guessens Road, Welwyn 
Garden City. 


Wood Green.—On Wednesday of last week 
TI had the opportunity of meeting this group 
and discussing with them ideas which are in 
all our minds just now. How far can new 
life come out of the group and how much 
does it depend on the individual? The dis- 
cussion showed that a sense of humour is 
essential in the building up of a group. Only 
as common wealth is poooled shall we build 
a commonwealth. J Jeft after two hours, but 
the discussion wag at its height. The local 
secretary is K. S. Woodroffe, 22 Seaeld Road, 
Arnos Grove, N.11. 

Berkhamsted Postscript.—Last week I gave 
a report of a visit to the Berkhamsted Group, 
and I want to follow this up by an appeal 
for part of its activities. Miss Winifred 
Rawlins, the group secretary, is running a 
home for refugees which is partly supported 
hy the local group. The community consists 
of Miss Rawlins and her sister and 23 Ger- 
man, Austrian, and Polish refugees, who live 
a communal life and do al] the work of the 
house and garden themselves. 


Several European languages are spoken in 
the house, and there is plenty of opportunity 
for both teaching and learning. 
munity is made up of families as well as 
of single people, and there are four children 
(ages from 4 to 16). Help is wanted from 
those who are eager and anxious to help. 
Both money and gifts are needed, and any- 
one who would care to visit the house would 
be welcome. Further information caa_ be 
had from Miss W. Rawlins, Springfield, 
41 Charles Street, Berkhamsted, Herts. 

Finchley.—John Barclay gave a fine ad- 
dress on ‘‘Whither the PPU?” to a large au- 
dience composed of members of the Finch- 


ley Group and friends from other groups in 
London at Granville Hall, Finchley, on May 
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-to take friendship and joy into life. 
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15. He dealt wisely and suecinetly with ne 
present and probable future national and in- | 
ternational situation, and said that our chief ! 
job as members of the Peace Pledge Union, 
both now and in the years of unemployment, 
poverty, and bitterness after the war, was 


Student Pacifist Federation.—A conference 
of pacifist students was held on April 26 and 
27 at Wymeswold Youth Hostel, Leicester- 
shire. Organized by Miss Joan Boddy, of 
Goldsmiths Training College, it was attended 
by representatives of Cambridge, Manchester, 
Birmingham, Reading, Leicester, Paton Theo- | 
College, Institute of Education (Lon- 
don), Goldsmiths, and Nottingham. King’s 
College (London) and Bristol University, 
though supporting the conference, were un- 
able to send representatives, while delegates 
expected from Oxford and Loughborough Col- 
lege were also unable to attend. 

It was decided to form the Student Pacifist 
Federation “with the functions of establish- 
ing or increasing co-operation between student 
pacifist societies, promoting interchange of 
ideas ete. between such groups, and bringing 
isolated pacifist students into contact with 
others.’ A. Frederic Philp (49 Castle Gate, 
Nottingham) and Ken Thomason (Paton Con- 
gregational College, Tollerton, Nottingham) 
were appointed national secretaries. 

It was emphasized that the proposed methods 
of organizing the federation were intended 
only as a guide to enable a start to be made. 
further plans being made at the next annual 
conference; members were unanimously op- 
posed to any suggestion of a fixed constitution 
or policy. 


DESMOND BRAY 


It is with deep regret that Birm- 
ingham PPU members record the 
death of Desmond Bray, aged 21, of 
Cooper’s Hill, Alvechurch. 


Desmond was ordered by the tri- 
bunal to do combatant duties, which 
he refused. He had served one sen- 
tence of two months’ imprisonment 
im a civil prison. He was killed on 
May 38 when the prison received a 
direct hit in an air raid. 


Desmond helped to found the 
Bromsgrove Group, served on the 
Birmingham PPU Council, and was 
one of our keenest workers. We pay 
tribute to his great courage, his 
cheerful single-mindedness, and the 
magnificent stand which he made for 
pacifism. 
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Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less ‘does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any viewa expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised.) Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 
addreased envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all carrespondence 
ewing te imcreased cest of postage. 


Women’s Section 


WOMEN AS 
WARRIORS 


y 
DORIS LANGLEY MOORE 


[* has been constantly said that 
when. women lose their natural 


. tenderness they are more bloodthirsty 


than men. This is one of those state- 
ments we hear so often that we are 
inclined to assume they are axioms 
and need no investigation. 
Nevertheless, I am sure it is false 
and has gained curreney only hecause 
physical cruelty in a woman is always 
so surprising as to seem monstrous, 
even when the actual degree it attains 
is less than that which we know to 
be common among males. (In the 
same way, we are told that a drunken 
woman is more disgusting than a 
drunken man, an entirely subjective 
impression based on astonishment 


i that a woman ean be publicly drunk 


at all.) 


Unfortunately, however, the mas- 
culine standards being aimed at by 
some women-—not necessarily femin- 
ists—are resulting in a cult of ruth- 
lessness rather different from the 
vicarious militancy which is to be ex- 
pected of non-combatants, that wil- 
lingness to sacrifice other people’s 
lives in battle which has at times 
turned mothers and wives into such 
formidable recruiting officers. 
_There is a movement toward femi- 
nine participation in the destructive 
aspects of warfare, as opposed to the 
traditional tasks of healing, minister- 
ing, cheering, and inspiring. How 
much this movement is genuine and 
how much it is a newspaper fiction 
I cannot pretend to guess, as I per- 
sonally have never heard any woman 
profess the smallest desire to join in 


the fighting, but editors at least sup- 
| pose there is a public for articles de- 
| scribing the ferocities which women 


are longing to commit should the 
parachute troops arrive, and the won- 
ders they could work with hand 
grenades, rifles, or rolling-pins. 


POINT IN FAVOUR 


The one small thing that ean be said 
in favour of the softer sex emulating 
the sterner in violence is that it can 
then no longer be thought to require 
protection, so that one of the great 
rallying cries of the warriors will lose 
what slight conviction it — still 
possesses. 


From the time of the Napoleon 
conflicts to the present day, each war 
has undoubtedly yielded a crop of 
emancipations for women, but since 
the means condition the ends, these 
are inclined to take a pitifully mis- 
guided course. Today the least ad- 
mirable features of males are being 
|aped, even to their ill-designed 
{clothes (numerous clumsy details of 
| which are reproduced in women’s uni- 
| forms), their intemperate conviviality, 
| and their approval of violence. ° 

One can only hope it will be seen, 

when the fever has abated, that 
parity of rights is not at all the same 
thing as parity of habits, and that 
if one sex must be imitated by the 
other, it is time it were the one whose 
vanities take a decorative shape and 
whose follies .are by comparison 
innocuous. 
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Claim to Benefit 
Upheld 


PRECAUSE he refused to take up a 
civilian post with the RAF, Percy 
F. Goldsbrough, a PPU member, of 
Thurlby Top, near Alford, Lincs., was 
refused unemployment benefit. 


He applied to the Court of Referees 
at Bo»ton for leave to appeal to the 
Umpire, but this was not given. He 
then appealed to the Peace Pledge 
Union for assistance, and they man- 
aged to get the case re-opened by the 
Assistant Chief Insurance Officer him- 
self exercising his right of appeal on 
the ground that 

the claimant having shown a conscientious 
objection to military service, the employ- 
ment offered as a telephone operator under 
the control of the Royal Air Force was not 
suitable in his case, and in the alternative 
he has shown good cause for refusing to 
apply for the vacancy. 

The Umpire, giving his decision 
that the claim for benefit was 
allowed, declared that “the mere fact 
that the claimant has ‘shown a con- 
scientious objection to military ser- 
vice’ would not entitle him to receive 
benefit after refusing to apply for 
the employment in question, which did 


not entail performing military 
service.” 
WORK “NOT SUITABLE” 


The decision was based “solely upon 
the ground that the’ employment 
offered to the claimant was employ- 
ment under military control” and so 
‘Was not suitable in his case”, since 
the intention of the Legislature as 
expressed in Section 5 of the National 
Service (Armed Forces) Act, 1939, 
was that conscientious objectors 
should be employed under civilian 
control, 

The Umpire’s conclusion that 
Goldsbrough was a conscientious ob- 
jector followed from his reeord in the 
war of 1914-18 (when he was em- 
ployed at Wakefield under the Home 
Office Scheme), as representing views 
which the Umpire saw no reason to 
suppose had changed. Membership 
of “an organization calling itself the 
‘Peace Pledge Union’” afforded, in 
the Umpire’s view, “no evidence of a 
conscientious objection to military 


service or to performing non-combat- | 


ant duties under military control.” 
* * * 


Eric Strickland Randall of Exeter, was 
aentenced ta six days’ imprisonment at Exeter 
on May 15 for failing to carry out fire- 
watching duties. He 
exemption under the National 
exempted him under the 
Order. He was to be released from prison 


Service Act 


on Tuesday to appear before the Hardships | 


Committee. 


Another man who refused to do fire-watch- 
ing, Mr. E. C. Burn, has been dismissed 
by the Fulham Borough Council, which em- 
ployed him as a clerk. He refused, accord- 
ing to the Daily Herald, May 15, “‘because 
he considcred organized fire-watching to be 
non-combatant service ‘designed primarily 
with a view to the more effective prosecution 
of the war’”’. 


YERBA MATE 


The famous health tea from South America. 


Orunk by millions of the healthiest people in 
the world. Contains no tannin, can be boiled, 
used as ordinary tea, or mixed with tea. 
Brings sure relief to sufferers from Rheumai- 
ism, Diabetes, Insomnia, Indigestion, Nerve 
Trouble, etc. 1lb. 2/6; 3]b. 6/9, post free 
C.O.D. 4d. extra. 

YERBA MATE TEA CO., Corsey, Stockport. 
Also at Waterloo Rd. Market, Blackpool, S.S. 


Hurtwood School, 


Nr. Guildford. (Tel.: Abinger 119.) 


Modern building equipped for children in healthy 


Surrey hills. Vital 


said he thought his | 
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Help for All 


TPIHE Central Board for Conscien- 

tious Objectors has just issued 
five “broadsheets” which should be 
invaluable for all COs. 


There must be few COs who would 
not find their. particular query or 
queries answered in one or other of 
them. For they bring right up to 
date,, in concise yet comprehensive 
form, the present position of the 
CO under conscription in its various 
aspects. The titles are:— 

Medical Examination. 

. Erlistment for Military Service. 
. Enrolment for Civil Defence. 

. Non-fulfilment of a Condition. 
. Non-combatant Duties. 

All are obtainable at 1d. each (one dozen 
or more post free) from the CBCO, 6 Ends- 


leigh St., London, W.C.1. Cash must be sent 
with order. 
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* * * 


At the General Council Meeting of 
the Fellowship of Conscientious Ob- 


jectors a plan of campaign was 
adopted for 
(1) Increased membership and branches of 


the FCO to include not only COs sub- 
ject to military service or civil defence, 
but men and women who are conscientious 
objectors to industrial conscription and 
compulsory fire-watching. 
Increased unification of the CO movement 
within the FCO. 
Increased branch activities. 
Increased public activities. 
Increased support and advice for CQs 
so as to make it possible fur them to 
give the fullest and most effective ex- 
pression to their conscientious objection. 
The activities of the campaign will include 
enlarged branch meetings and a great drive 
in the sale of literature. Branches of the 
FCO will keep in constant touch with other 
peace societies and give them their full sup- 
port in any public meetings that they may 
hold, and they wilt also stimulate the initia- 
tion of peace aims groups in their districts. 


(2) 


(3) 
(4) 
(5) 


The King’s Norton election is over, 


| and to those who merely read the re- 


sult or listened to it on the wireless, 
it may appear to have been a failure, 
but to those who fought the election, 
even after the result, it is still a tri- 
umph. We admit our disappointment 
in the result—we had hoped for a 
greater poll—but the result cannot be 
counted in terms of the votes cast. 


The election address was sent to 
70,000 people; our leaflet on bomb- 
ing, Is it Worth While? and Stuart 
Motris’s Final Appeal to the Electors, 
were distributed to 20,000 homes and 
found their way into local factories 
and were discussed by people outside 
the division. Practically all our four- 
teen indoor meetings were crowded 
and we were also able to hold outdoor 


meetings. 
J. W. C. 


CIRCULATIUN NOTES 


Confound Those 
Pessimists ! 


J AST week’s printing order of 
4 19,500 copies (380 of them were 
specimens) makes our goal of 20,000 
by next week seem “so near yet so 
far.” : 

Well-informed quarters are divided as_ to 
the- prospects of reaching the goal on sche- 
dule. Please help to confound the pessimists! 

Encouraging reports continue to come in 
from sellers, showing that .the potential 
readers exist. Let us lose no opportunity of 
finding them. 


The King’s Norton Election 


There were those who came with 
closed minds, merely to obstruct, but 
even they went away feeling that their 
questions had been sincerely answered. 
There were many who came with 
open minds, and though we may not 
have converted them we cannot be- 
lieve that the message they heard will 
not have some effect. Some, we know 
we did convert. 


VOICE OF REASON 


Against us we.had the press and 
the Prime Minister’s appeal for a vote 
of confidence. 

In the present situation we shall 
have failed only if we who claim to 
have an alternative way to the way 
of “war fail to offer it. In King’s 
Norton the voice of reason has heen 
raised, the alternative way has been 
offered. It is not our concern that it 
has been rejected. 


We, therefore, who have fought 
this election, urge that wherever the 
opportunity occurs we should use it to 
proclaim our pacifist faith and our 
belief in an alternative way. From 
our experience it is clear that only 
in the atmosphere of political activity 
can we persuade large numbers of 
non-pacifists to listen to our case. 


We must not keep silent. The fight 
| must go on. 
3 LILLA TANSLEY 


The Spring Community Broadsheet wil! be 
in circulation shortly. The issue will contain 
24 pages and the price will be sixpence 
(sevenpence post paid from Chancton, Dart- 
nell Park, West Byfleet, Surrey). 


CLASSIFIED 9 ADVERTISEMENTS 


ACCOMMODATION 


BIRMINGHAM. Lady desires bed-sitting- 
room in pacifist household: Write Miss Tye, 
59 Kingsbury Rd., Birmingham 24. 

CORNISH beauty spot. Accessible; two 
furnished rooms; suit two ladies or married 


couple; 12s. 6d. weekly. Box 785, Peace 
‘ News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
* WANTED to rent, two or three rooma or 


smal! house (furnished or unfurnished) in 
quiet district within 30 milee, North or North 
weat London, suitable for couple with child 
and baby. Box 1754, Peace News, 8 Black- 
atock Rd, N.4. 


WOULD young business lady sympathizer 


’ care to share flat with C.O0.’s wife, Clapham 


district? Box 784, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

YOUNG COUPLE require flat or rooms, 
furnished or unfurnished, in or near Guild- 
ford. Box 1783, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnesaing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive, and individual gifts, cor- 
respondence lessona 6s. each. Dorothy Mat- 
reek B.A., 82 Primrose Hil] Road, London, 

NURSE Housekeeper with some hospital] 
training needed for small progressive board 
ing school; catering, some domestic work, 
and matron's duties. Redhurst School, Cran- 


i leigh, Surrey. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


ANY KIND of assistance required for de 
veloping equitist-co-operative land scheme. 
“Jiffy-cult’”’ Club, 38 Leopold St., Derby. 

C.O0. WANTED help another run smatlhold- 
ing farm, Hertfordshire; work hard, varied, 


interesting; much scope for persons with ini- ; 


tiative; experience inessential; knowledge 
gardening, handyman helpful. Apply hand- 


writing. Box 782, Peace News. 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.14. 


Peaslake, 


Co-educational Day and Boarding School. 
and beautiful surroundings among 


and constructive pacifism based on co-operative understanding and 
freedom of thought recognised as essential in an endeavour to produce a_ high 


standard 


of scholarship and social responsibility without reactions. 
Principal—Janet Jewson, M.A., N.F.U. 


SAVE TO CONSTRUCT 


Thrift may be practised easily and simply by systematic investment in 
the withdrawable shares issued by the St. Pancras Building Society, the 
yield on which is three and a half percent. per annum free of income tax. 
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FREE OF TAX 


A postcard will bring you a copy 
of the Society’s “Guide for Investors”’ 


Managing Director: E. W. BALES 
St. Pancras Building Society 


St. Pancras House, 
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Parkway, N.W.1. Bui 


; ing, 


2d per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B. Latest time for copy is now 
MONDAY 


PLEASE REMEMBER THAT POSTS 
ARE LIABLE TO DELAY 
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SITUATIONS VACANT (Cont.) 


SCHOOL Community has immediate need 
of creative educationist (man) able to live 
co-operatively with children ond teach cle 
mentary mathematics and science; scope, but 
pocket money only. Alderwood, Greenham 
Common, Newbury. Headley 209. 

VICAR (Glos.) requires domestic help, male 
or female; light duties; P.P.U. member given 
first consideration. Box 779, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LAND & COMMUNITY (Cont.) 


C.0.s engaged in agriculture or forestry 
who feel that they are being victimized or 
subjected to bad living and working condi- 
tions please write to S. Ford with a view 
to taking united action. Box 781, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

COMMUNITY Photographic 
Skilled developing, printing. enlarging: 
standard rates; ‘ postage allowed. Myddle 
Park Settlement, Myddle, Shrewsbury. 

COUNTY SCHEME for Conscientious Ob- 
jectors. There are vacancies in the scheme 
at Home Farm, Gt. Witley, and in Wooden 
Huts at Avoncroft Callege, for men _ regis- 
tered for land work. Apply G. E.. Gregg, 
Avoncroft College, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, 
Worcester. 

GARDENER-HANDYMAN wanted for 
boarding school; kitchen garden and 2 
orchards: live in with teaching staff. E Red- 
hurst School, Cranleigh, Surrey. Also imme 
diate vacancy for horticultural trainee. 

IF YOU ARE interested in community or 
group farms, send two penny stamps for de- 
tails of Land Union, Ackworthy Down, Hart- 
land, Devon. 

PACIFIST COUPLE planning to rent 
farm in West Highlands would like to hear 
from party with capital, view to partnership. 
Box 780, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

NVOMATOES, Lettuce, Soft Fruits, etc., re- 
quired by pacifist fruit merchant with whole- 
sale and retail business employing pacifist 
staff. Arnold Astwood, Fruit Merchant, 
Church St., Swinton, Yorkshire. 

YOUNG ANGLICAN Pacifists hoping start 
community desire to know others with simi- 
lar convictions. Wilding, 5 Hastings Rd., 
Leyland, Lancs. 


LITERATURE &c. 


ARIEL, new magazine of constructive writ- 
appearing summer. We invite articles, 
stories, poems, whose subjects may differ 
widely, if showing awareness of that spirit 
uniting all creative effort. Order copies, 1s., 
now, lla Broadhurst Gardens, N.W.6. 
QUAKERISM. | Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 


Service. 


' Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 


tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 
“THE PEACE WE WANT” No. 2. Ready 
next Monday; 8 copies post free 1s.; send 
P.O. crossed. Negro Citizen, 3a Hunters Rd., 
Birmingham 18. 
WANTED, 12 copies, or less, No. 255 Peace 


News. Whiskin, 11 Longfellow Ave., Bath. 


PERSONAL 


IF YOU ARE willing to take a more active 
part in the government of your eountry, send 
two penny stamps for details to Union, Ack- 
worthy Down, Hartland, Devon. 

PACIFIST YOUTH, 19, requires holiday 
companion; ten days, near future; no climb- 
ing. G. Overfield, 550 Stockport Rd., Long- 
sight, Manchester. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
GARDENER wanted for full-time paid 
work in,kitchen garden (food production) of 
Surrey Guest House; C.O. weleomed pro- 
vided he really knows something of garden- 
ing. Apply, Hurtmore Farm Howse, Godal- 
ming. Surrey. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


C.0. recently released from prison urgently 
requires work, preferably in book world, but 
would accept clerical situation; London dis- 


trict. Box 778, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 
C.0., 23, single, requires farm or market 


gardening work; preferably in Hertfordshire; 
willing and keen. Box 1788, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.A4, 

EXPERIENCED Shorthand-typist (pacifist) 
desires post with scope for initiative. Box 
777, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PACIFIST Chief Clerk, 30, seeks position; 
fully experienced administration and accounts 
routine; North of Thames preferred. Box 
787, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PACIFIST, 7 years experience commercial 
traveller, clerk, also social work, desires any 
type of work from pacifist or tolerant em- 
ployer. Whiskin, 11 Longfellow Ave., Bath. 
_YOUNG LADY, 25, Christian pacifist, effi- 
cient shorthand typist, seeks secretarial post 
in school, religious organization, or similar; 
7 years experience; references; North pre- 


ferred. Box 786, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


. ERBYSHIRE HILLS: Food Reform; 

\ ‘tarian Guest House; alt. 600ft.: for 

h y holiday or restful recuperation; central 

h ig, h .and ec. walter in bedrooms. A. and 

K. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Matlock. 
MISCELLANEOUS 

C.0.s. men and women, are joining 


Fellowship of Conscientious Objectors.. Par- 
tieulars membership, Philip Couldry, 1 Paper 
Buildings, Temple, E.C.4. 

CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, carriage 
paid, all complete, thus ready to use, £7 13s. 
HIarris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

PACIFIST ESPERANTO LEAGUE is 
guaranteeing minimum of 10s. per month. 
for 3 months, paid in advance, to upkeep of 
London Area Headquarters; in exchange, 
P.E.L. and Esperanto literature displayed and 
sold; evening meetings tao be heid. Those 
interested, write quickly, suggesting suitable 
dates and times, to sec, W. J. Brigden, 
232 Sellincourt Rd., S.W.17. First meeting. 
Monday, June 2, 6 p.m. 


PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing & Advertisement 
Office: (Please specify department.) 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 2262-3 


Subscription Rates: 

Home: Quarterly, 3s 8d Yearly 12s 6d 
Abroad: Quarterly, 2s 9d Yearly 10 6d 
Latest time for 
Displayed Advertisements 
FIRST POST Monday 


ished f 8 Blackstock Rd., London, 
Nao be “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by 


Cligord Printmg Ce., Londen, N.16. 
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To be published about the middle of each 


No. 3 


month as a Supplement to ‘Peace News’”’ 


RONALD G. PERRY on 


T would probably be true to say that pacifism between 1918 and 
1938 was largely propagandist and had primarily anti-war aims 
as its motive force: for this reason it tended to be sterile. 


It may, perhaps, be true to say that pacifism today is becoming the 
appropriate reaction to a war situation of folk whose primary aim is the 
building of a happier and better society: for this reason it may yet become 
the mother of invention and the father of an ever-increasing brood of children. 
To become potent pacifism must be positive. 


During the past forty or fifty years 
socialists have, in the main, turned 
their attention mainly to the political 
field of action—in the narrower sense 
of the word. Industrial action has 
been confined largely to building up 
the trade union organizations—which 
have now become an essential prop of 
the failing organism of capitalism. 
Social action has resulted in the or- 
ganization of socialist parties, leagues, 
associations, journals, ete. 

In all these cases, however, the 
socialist individual has perforce re- 
mained a part of the capitalist system 
and has depended for his food, 
clothes, books, and the bringing-up 
of his family upon the continued ex- 
istence of capitalist institutions and 
capitalist society. This contradic- 
tion between his ideas and his actions,- 
between the theories of social life and 
the practice of his personal life, has 
bred a lack of grip and a_ certain 
unreality. 


BLASPHEMOUS SYSTEM 


Similarly, the pacifist of the past 
has often been content to register his 
refusal to take part in the blasphemy 
of war, without taking any steps to 
end the blasphemous system of living, 
working, and exploiting which is the 
daily lite of all; which finds its logi- 
eal and inevitable culmination in war 
and destruction. He may be likened 
to a man who is prepared to accept 
the measles but protests that he will 
have nothing to do with the spots. 

Ideas and ideals concerning social 
life must profoundly influence and 
mould the personal life of him who 
holds them or they will “go bad” on 
him. We must find a way of work- 
ing toward our social ideals without 
forgetting that our personal lives are 
an essential part of that struggle. 

It is partly out of this belief that 
there has sprung spontaneously in 
many parts of the country the idea 
of agricultural and pacifist communi- 
ties. The land is a fundamental 
which has been allowed to slip out 
of reach and which must be regained 
by every man if social health is to 
be achieved. Professor J. W. Scott, 
in his writings connected with his 
Homecroft scheme, shows very clearly 
how much the tragedies of unemploy- 
ment could have been averted by 


INTEREST FREE LOANS 


An Agricultural Communities Trust 
has been formed “for assisting ap- 
proved Christian pacifist land-working 
groups by means of loans free of 
interest from moneys specially contri- 
buted to form a revolving capital for 
use alone and not for profit, thus elim- 
inating the evils of modern capitalism 


while retaining the right service for | 


the establishing of new enterprises 


until such time as they should become | 


self-supporting.” 

The plan inaugurated by Pilgrim 
Frances was adopted by a meeting at 
Friends House addressed by the Rev. 
Henry Carter, Miss Vera Brittain, and 
Max Plowman on April 3. The treas- 
urer is the Rev. James Fraser, 27, 
Rylett Road, London, W.12. 


access to the land. If every man had 
been in a position to produce, and to 
vexchange production of, the bare 
minimum necessary to subsistence, 
how different would have been the re- 
cent history of such unemployment— 
devastated areas as South Wales or 
the North-East Coast. 

Moreover, the divorce of men from 
the land causes a loss of reality much 
deeper than the purely economic lack 
of security. You can diddle the boss; 
you can cheat the customer; you can 
bluff the prospective client—but you 
cannot diddle, cheat, nor bluff the 
jland. If you treat it well and have 
reasonable luck, you will get your re- 
turn: but if you ill-treat or neglect it, 
then be sure that in course of nature 
and of time loss will surely follow. 


NE OST people agree that those 
+" causes which have resulted in the 
overgrowth of our great cities are 
also at the root of many of the ills 
from which civilization suffers today. 
Human time and energy is uselessly 
expended in redundant travelling to 
and from home and work: food and 
garden produce is carried at great ex- 
pense to and from the central markets 
to reach the “consumer” in varying 
degrees of unfitness for consumption. 
Our cities are too large to be real 
communities: too crowded to promote 
the growth of real individuals. 


True democracy can only grow from 
the association for common purposes 
of real, developing individuals, each 
of whom recognizes his responsibili- 
ties toward the community as well as 
his rights within it. The failure of 
our so-called democracies probably 
arises more from the failure of each 
individual to recognize his responsi- 
bilities than from any other single 
cause—-from the “Blow you, Jack, ’m 
all right” attitude to the equally per- 
nicious bureaucratic urge always to 
pass the baby. 

From many points of view we have 
to look ahead to a state of society 
which will encourage, rather than dis- 
courage, the growth of real, adult 
social individuals. The town and 
country planner; the food distribu- 
tor; the social man; the organizer 
whose job it is to cope with the prob- 
lems of employment and of unem- 
ployment—from all sides comes the 
vision of a new kind of social unit. 


A NEW UNIT 


The new unit must be small enough 
to be personal and communal in prac- 
tical ways: yet it must be sufficiently 
part of a larger whole to retain such 
advantages of the modern city as 
power, light, transport, etc.; it must 
be neither too crowded nor too iso- 
lated. It must be in touch with the 
good earth from which we draw our 
living. It must be able to make use 
of the developments of science and 
the advantages of mass production. 
Perhaps it can best be visualized as 
the modern edition of the old village. 

Is it not possible to visualize a 
small community grouping around one 
or two industrial concerns, farms, and 
a community social centre? Perhaps 
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munity 


a man will have his plot of land from 
which to draw subsistence needs when 
the factory is slack; perhaps he may 
be able to serve the farm when the 
factory is slack or the factory when 
the farm can spare him. Most men 
and women have secondary interests 
and activities which could be of con- 
siderable social and personal value if 
given scope and encouragement. As 
individuals each of us would be bigger 
and better balanced by the develop- 
ment of such capacities, 

The implication of. this vision for 
the present pacifist movement toward 
agricultural communities is to move 
the exclusive emphasis off the word 
“agricultural.” ‘rue, agriculture is 
basic, but it is a foundation which 
must have its superstructure if com- 
munity is rich and various and valid. 
We are not, and ought not to be, 
wurzel growers all. 


@ 


ACTIVITIES of a craft or indus- 

trial nature may give opportunity 
for the practice in action of just those 
sane ideals in which the positive paci- 
fist believes. 

If printing is to be done, let it be 
good honest printing which serves its 
purpose without umnecessary fuss: if 
furniture is to be made, let it be good 
honest furniture which will serve ‘its 
purpose with the maximum efficiency 
and not pretend to be other than it 
really is. Again, whatever the pro- 
duct, the organization itself must be 
based on just those same ideas and 
ideals which in the circumstance of 
war react as pacifism. 

In such developments there is room 
for much careful and scientific experi- 
ment—with, it is to be hoped, co- 
operation and co-ordination between 
the many different groups and activi- 
ties which may spring into being 
throughout the country. 


GRADUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Another very important aspect of 
this thought is one arising from the 
immediate situation. Such activities 
as these, whether agricultural or in- 
dustrial or craft—-which may at some 
point grow into full communities 
pointing the way to a new society 
can perhaps be developed slowly, step 
by step, in greater or lesser degyee, 
by groups of people who can see the 
possibilities of the future. 

The war years ‘and the post-war 
years will be periods of unrest, up- 
heaval, and in all probability serious 
suffering and want or worse. A sys- 
tematic development, among groups 
imbued with the true spirit of com- 
munity, of the production of minimum 
subsistence articles could make a very 
valuable practical and spiritual con- 
tribution to human welfare and to the 
emergence of a new order of society. 
Indeed the production and exchange 
among such co-operutive groups of 
minimum necessity articles might 
even make the difference between 
growth and decay, between survival 
and collapse. 

Along such lines positive pacifism 
may find issue and thus prove itself 
not in refusals, not in words—but 
in action. 


A friend has sent us, in connection with 
Dion Byngham’s article in the last Community 
supplement, a pamphlet of great value and 
interest by Miss Maye-Bruce, of Sapperton, 
Glos.: Quick-return Compost-making. This 
pamphlet we warmly recommend io all com- 
munity horticulturists. Miss Maye-Bruce is 
gencrous cnough to supply it free of charge 
to all who make application, enclosing a 2éd. 
stamp for postage. 
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Agriculdural 
Credo 


I BELIEVE: An Appeal for the Land. 
By A Farmer. Price sixpence, post 
free, from the Author, Captain 
R. G. M. Wilson, 285 Milton Road, 
Cambridge. 


NO all who would welcome a 
concise statement on . the 
land and its right cultivation 
this. pamphlet can be heartily 
commended. As a_ practical 
farmei* and market gardener of long 
experience and in a big way, Captain 
Wilson’s convictions are deeply rooted 
in knowledge. They are, further, sub- 
stantiated by detailed appendices giv- 
ing facts and figures of their success- 
ful and profitable application on his 
own extensive estates. 
; Of special interest and significance 
is the complete conversion which took 
place in his own outlook and practice 
as a result of intelligent study and 
understanding of the soil. 


Starting as a ‘trained engineer and 
an expert on copper sulphate and 
other chemical crop-sprays, Captain 
Wilson came to recognize that modern 
mechanical and chemical aids to crop- 
production are advantageous only in- 
asmuch as they do not run counter 
to the primary need for conserving 
natural fertility and the intrinsic 
vitality of crops. As pests and para- 
sites prove far less likely to trouble 
the healthy produce of healthy soil, 
poisonous sprayings can be largely 
dispensed with. 


TRUE WEALTH 


To work with the soil and the uni- 
verse as a whole is the open secret 
of all good husbandry. If we can re- 
learn that wisdom, then, looking 
ahead, the author sees in the land our 
real hope, our abundant source of true 
wealth and health and of restored joy 
in living for our people. 

His proposals for a future agrarian 
policy, both as regards production and 
marketing, envisage State ownership 
of land, but not “nationalized agricul- 
ture.” Whilst liquidating monetary 
abuses and speculative vested inter- 
ests, free ‘scope would thus be left to 
the local initiative of farmers who 
love their own soil and take care to 
treat it properly. 

Education and reorganization diree- 
ted to such purposes would go far to 
facilitate demobilization and transi- 
tion from war-industry to peace-time 
mproduction. It would remedy un- 
employment by absorbing labour dis- 
placed from industry by machine 
power. Loss of overseas markets due 
to spreading industrialism would be 
balanced by 2 compensatory increase 
in agriculture at home. These and 
other vital issues are implicit in the 
theme of this pamphlet, 


GOOD AND EVIL 


The author’s fair-minded views on 
the present conflict are, incidentally, 
worth quoting. It is, he believes, not 
just a war between nations——-but a 
real conflict between the forees of 
good and evil. But— 

“This does not mean that all those 
on the side of the democracies are 
good, and all those on the side of 
the dictators are evil. 1f conditions 
in the world between 1918 and 19388 
had been founded on freedom and 
justice, and an acceptance of re- 
sponsibility by each one of us, in 
our work for the good of each other 
and the world as a whole, Hitler 


and Mussolini would never have 
been noticed even in their own 
countries. The reason for the rise 


to power of each of them was that 
they gave to their people a new 
faith at a time when affairs in their 
respective countries had_ become so 
bad that revolution or Communism 
was inevitable. 


‘Whether the foundations of that 
new faith were right or wrong,” 
Captain Wilson continues, “may he 
a matter for discussion—but in the 
opinion of many people that new 
faith originally produced a state of 
affairs in each country which was 
healthy, and gave the people a sense 
of pride in themselves and their race 
which was good. The fact that sineé 
then those great feclings and forces 
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COMMUNITY FRUIT SERVICE 


Bleadon, Weston-super-Mare 

(B. J. Over) 

“There are still a great many eva- 
cuees in the district, so that we anti- 
cipate that our distribution will be 
largely to them. At present we have 
a good variety of bottled fruits, also 
rhubarb, spinach, ete., with which to 
reward the efforts of those children 
who come to help. The more general 
distribution will start in June with 
peas, beans, lettuces, strawberries, 
etc. 


GLOUCESTER LAND SCHEME 
Hempsted, Gloucester (Alfred Parker) 


Six men and one woman living in 
a converted sports pavilion are culti- 
vating some 24 acres—oats, potatoes, 


and market garden produce. The 
group has a nominal subsistence 
allowance of lds. per head. Funds 


do not permit any immediate exten- 
sion of membership, but it is hoped 
that voluntary working parties will 
be able to visit and help at weekends 
during busy seasons. “Local support 
has been magnificent. We are par- 
ticularly anxious to contact other 
groups and communities and offer a 
warm welcome to any visitor at any 
time.” 


THE GRANGE CENTRE 
Wythall, Birmingham. 


Opened as a scheme for a market 
gardening community in mid-July, 
1940, The Grange Centre (eight miles 
trom Birmingham) has developed at 
a fast rate. With nine acres at The 
Grange and 35 with the farm build- 
ings (a mile away), the half-dozen 
CO workers at this experiment in 
community living have a quite busy 
time. The aim is to be self-support- 
ing with feeding stuffs, both for 
humans and animals. Assistance is 
given to two London evacuee homes in 
the neighbourhood, and there are 
several elderly evacuees sharing the 
communal life at The Grange. As for 
the future, it is intended that if (as 
seems possible) the first year’s effort 
meets with suceess, then other land 
may be purchased. 


HOLLINGTHORPE COMMUNITY 


Hollingthorpe Farm, Chapelthorpe, 
Wakefield. 


“We believe that in exploring the 
possibilities of this life we are doing 
a pioneer work in preparation for a 
more widespread acceptance of our 
principles in the national life as such. 
To this end we propose to maintain 
the utmost contact with the world out- 
side our own community. At the mo- 
ment we number five adults and three 
children, of whom three adults and 
two children are already in residence 
at the farm which we took over at 
the beginning of March.... By August 
it is hoped that the whole community 
will be in residence.” 


BUREAU OF COSMOTHERAPY 
Lawrence Weaver House, Leather- 
head, Surrey. 
The Bureau sends to subscribers 
regular bulletins and pamphlets on 


many aspects of natural healing, 
health, and dietetics. The Soil Fer- 
tility Bureau, which is associated 


with it, gives advice on the best 
methods of manufacturing humus by 
means of compost. An experimental 
subsistence smallholding is being 
established, where the aim will be to 
produce for a _ specified number of 
persons sufficient fruit, vegetables, 


Agricultural Credo 
(Continued from page 1) 


have been led into the service of 

evil should not detract from what 

were apparently sound beginnings.” 

As one reads one cannot help think- 
ing--if only the good on both sides 
could be generally recognized, by 
some supreme emergent impulse to- 
ward mutual understanding! Then the 
real evil on both sides—which is war, 
death, and destructive antagonism— 
might even now be exorcised. 


From that simple awareness a new 
possibility of reconciliation might 
ripen—co-operation in a “new order’’ 
of life and creative peace. perhaps 
by working on faithfully for earth- 
rooted fundamentals, Captain Wilson 
and his like are best serving that end. 
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eggs, milk products, and, later, grain 
to assure a diet in harmony with the 
most recent findings of nutritional 
science. 


THE SCHOOLBOY’S CLUB 


National Council of Y.M.C.A., 112 
Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1. 
(Godfrey S. Pain) 

This is an interdenominational club 
movement which seeks to help boys 
of senior age—-and specially those 
from secondary and public schools— 
to discover the meaning of the Chris- 
tian faith; to find what should be the 
nature of society interpreted in terms 
,of it; and to serve the community par- 
ticularly in relation to such needs as 
a survey of the district makes evident. 
Groups of boys meet regularly but 
informally in the homes of friends or 
other suitable places for ‘free dis- 
cussion, and hikes, camps, working 
parties, and socials are arranged in 
holidays. 

STEANBRIDGE 

Steanbridge, Slad, nr. Stroud, Glos. 
This is a development out of the 

treatment centre at Michael House in 
N.W. London (see p. 227, Community 
in Britain, 1940). The present coun- 
try household includes some 20 people 
ranging in age from 84 years to 3 
months; some patients; some young 
mothers with their children; some 
people in need of rest and refreshing. 
This is not a pacifist centre, but there 
is opportunity for a pacifist and wife 
to assist the work of house and gar- 
den, putting their beliefs into practice 
in sympathy with the ideal of heal- 
ing and service for Christ’s sake. 


REDGATE COMMUNITY 


Wadhurst, nr. Tunbridge 
Sussex (Gordon Cook) 


Sponsored by the Tunbridge Wells 
groups of the PPU and the FCO, the 
Redgate Community was established 
in May 1940 to provide accommoda- 
tion for unemployed COs. Apart from 
x acre of kitchen garden, there is no 
land attached to the house, and mem- 
bers subsist by working on _ neigh- 
bouring farms or gardens. The house- 
hold, now numbering 9 persons (7 
men and 2 women) has a few vacan- 
cies. A proposal for income pooling 
and a scheme for the purchase of land 
are being considered by several of the 
members keen on the development of 
Redgate into a more comprehensive 
and more permanent agricultural 
community. 


WEST LONDON SOCIAL SERVICE 
COMMUNITY 


39 Blenheim Road, Bedford Park, W.4. 
(Leonard Boulton, Dick Keane) 


A house with 6 bedrooms and a 
large room for social service work 
has been taken at the above address. 
Accommodation at cost price is offered 
to pacifists coming to town for tri- 
bunal or interviews, representing any 
provincial group or on leave from 
PSU service. Several allotments and 


Wells, 


some gardens have been taken over 
for cultivation. Four members live 
in, two of whom are earning: another 
suitable couple, also earning, could be 
accommodated. Dick and Mine Keane 
have recently been appointed to the 
wardenship. 


J.LF. ENTERPRISES and J.LF. 
(JIFFY-CULT) CLUB 
37 Leopold Street, Derby. (Harold 


Shaw) 

“After a hard 12 months in Derby 
I am now able to take others into 
this, the only genuine mutualist co- 
operative scheme in existence. We 
prefer socialists and materialists, but 
do not place any bar on religionists. 
All we ask for is honesty, enterprise, 
good will and common sense, basing 
all our activities on truth and reality, 
or genuine co-operation. We have 
land (and more available cheap), 
greenhouses, rabbits, newsagency, 
ete., and plenty of room for develop- 
ment. Could anybody do duplicating 
and printing and publishing our lite- 
rature for us, besides other literature 
sales on good terms?” 


W.A.C. COMMUNITY 


SETTLEMENT 

Woodhouse Farm, Wichenford. (Mr. 
and Mrs. John W. R. Unsworth, 
Wardens.) 


This is a Worcester War Agricul- 
tural Committee’s’ community, organ- 
ized by Mr. Geo. E. Gregg, secretary 
of the Avoncroft and Fireroft College 
Trust, and designed to accommodate 
24 working COs and four staff. The 
number there has risen to ,within two 
of the limit. Three gangs are on 
drainage work, and on the three- 
quarter acre of land attached to the 
house, much is being done. 

Chest of drawers, odd tables, chairs, 
mirrors, pictures, and blankets are an 


urgent necessity. Large double 
cookers are another thing badly 
needed. Each man pays £1 per week 
which is pooled and used to cover 


rent, rates, coal, oil, food, staff wages 
and household requirements. The 
men have also to pay a small sum 
each week towards the purchase of 
their beds, mattresses and blankets. 


QUARLEY GUEST HOUSE 


Hugh’s Settlement, Quarley, nr. 
Andover, Hants. 


On Easter Saturday and Monday 
Government tractors planted the oats 
and barley at the settlement. The 
corn is showing through the ground, 
and it is hoped that the harvest will 
be good. The group was very busy 
over the last week-end of April plant- 
ing potatoes with the aid of tractor 
and plough. The members of the 
Guest House group have decided to 
form themselves into a crop-watching 
squad during the period when there 
is danger of fire-bombs being dropped. 


GOOSE GREEN FARM 
Sutton Mallet. nr. Bridgwater, Som. 
The Goose Green Farm land train- 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


ARGELY due to. the generosity of the 

4 members of the Regional Community Farm 
at Cheesecombe, it was possible for the Ports- 
mouth and Southsea PPU Group to hold a 
weekend school there at Easter. The subject 
chosen for discussion was ‘Toward Com- 
munity,” and it was divided into three ses- 
sions, each conducted by George Piper, of 
the Richmond community. ‘The relationship 
of community to the individual and the world 
was fully disenssed and practical problems 
dealt with. 

* * * 


“A group of pacifists at St. Albans have 
been thinking in terms of community ”’ 
(Edward Gretton, 24 Marlborough Road, St 
Albans, Herts). 

* * * 

“Our community is only in its infancy and 
as yet we have not defined our aims sulfi- 
ciently to write them down. We should be 
glad of community news.’ (Alice Moon, 
Ford’s Farm, Goldstithney, Marazion, Corn- 
wall.) 

% * ¥ 


An article on life in community was contri- 
buted on April 11 by Geoffrey Phillips, of 
Langham, to a series in The Friend under the 
general heading ‘' What Friends Might Do 
Now. 


A study vf community living was planned 
by a group of young people attached to Little 
Ilford and Manor Park Congregational 
Church at two meetings on May 1 and 8 at 
7.30. (Charles Steyner, 12, Warwick Road. 
Manor Park, ©.12.) 


a * * 

The IVSP unlt operating in Plaistow !3 in 
need of volunteer part-time drivera and full- 
time driver mechanics for their raid relief 
service. (Bernard Pike, Tunmarsh Lane 
School, Plaistow, E.13.) 


The Relief Service Unit operating in Poplar 
also needs drivers and workers for both day 


and night service. (The Secretary, Shaftes- 
bury Hall. Kerbey Street. Poplar. . 
* * * 


Abram Poljak, of the Jewish Christian Com- 
munity (previously established at Roydon) is 
reported to be now in Canada, and Dr. Agnes 
Waldstein, another member, is Interned also in 
the Isle of Man. It is hoped that the members 
will be able to return in due course and to 
take up ggaln the life and work of the com- 
munity. 


* * * 

Edward Burton Reeves. veteran pioneer of 
the Land Colonization and Industrial Guild, 
writes: ‘‘I have no news of the Domaine du 
Christ at Nice (a former communfty house of 
the Guild), but I have stili hope that it will 
become a world centre after the war, for it 
was consecrated for this purpose.”’ 


It a8 understood that Dugald Semple, a well- 
Known C.O. of 1914-18. is willing to offer agri- 


cultural training to pacifist land workérs at 


his holding—Wheelhouse, Belth, Ayrshire, There } 


is room available for four tralnees Hving com- 
munally and able .to provide an allowance 
covering their own subsistence. 


. . . 


A Group of Pacifist Socialists (Patrick Wil- 
son, 33 Townsend Drive, St. Albans) writes: 
“Although scattered widely, the group’s mem- 
bers continue to work together on the basis 
of the national average und meet from time to 
tme to discuss common concerns... There 
is an urgent need for research into the prob- 
lems of non-violence in relation to social change 
... any groups that can contribute to a 
dicussion are invited to send their views.’’ 
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WD EPORTS received from various 

© community groups and similar 
organizations, news of recent acti- 
vities, and plans for the future are 
summarized below. We should be 
glad to receive such accounts from 
time to time—as regularly as pos- 
sible, in fact—for publication in 
the Community Supplement, and 


these should be sent to the Editor, 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


ing scheme, of which F. Newman 
Turner is working manager, is “a 
creative work which has had amazing 
support from Christian pacifists in all 
parts of the country and will perform 
a much needed and permanent service 
to the peace movement and the ulti- 
mate establishment of a revivified 
Christian rural Britain, if that sup- 
port is continued and maintained.” 
The staff includes Mr. Turner “a 
farmer by birth, training and life ex- 
perience,’ holding the National Dip- 
loma in Agriculture and the National 
Diploma in Dairying, an experienced 
foreman, and six COs employed as 
improver-trainees. They are not ina 
position to take trainees or to enter- 
tain visitors for some months. 


KINGSTON COMMUNITY 


Rectory Farm, Charney 

Wantage, Berks. 

The first six months of its existence 
has been, for the members of King- 
ston Community, six months “of con- 
tinual self-adjustment, of toughening- 
up and of acquiring new dexterities, 
of painstaking developments in the 
personal quality which communal liv- 
ing demands. Great as the progress 
is, we stand at the end of it, not quite 
so far forward as we had hoped, and 
accordingly it was agreed to extend 
the probationary period (at the end 
of which members were to cast in 
their lot irrevocably) to one year. 

“In the first instance it matters 
more that people should be brotherly 
and tolerably unselfish than that the 
social system should be precisely fair 
to all. For the State can become in- 
tolerable if it lacks the dynamic of 
that personal spiritual quality in its 
members; whereas with it social 
organization becomes a matter of 
simple mechanics.” 


RACKHEATH LAND SETTLEMENT 


Perey J. Boddy, in a 
this scheme for employment of COs 
the auspices of Norwich pacifists, writes: 
“The Committee have had many anxious 
thoughts, but have been greatly encouraged 
by the help they have received from many 
quarters. The value of a large shed given by 
William Morgan cannot be _ over-estimated. 
Through the kind co-operation of Samuel G. 
Eglington, eight acres of the land have been 
ploughed and harrowed—four men have been 
working es the backbone of the labour and 
three other men have at different times 
found useful occupation on the scheme. It 
is evident to all of us that our greatest debt 
is due to Ronald Kemp, our horticultural 
advisor, who has planned and guided us at 
every step.” 


Bassett, 


progress report of 
under 


New ‘Projects 


Mr. C. L. Watson (7 The Bank, 
Barnard Castle, Co. Durham) pro- 
poses forming a group and com- 
munity centre of scientists, techni- 
cians, psychologists, etc., living and 
working together as a self-subsistent 
group. If any readers are interested 
in this scheme and there are any 
scientists, technicians, and psycholo- 
gists, both pacifist and non-pacifist, 
interested in the building up of such 
a community they are invited to get 
in touch with him. 


Mr. G. Reilly (White House, Miswell Lane, 
Tring, Herts) writes that on less than an 
acre at his Tring address he is gaining some 
useful experience in anticipation of being 
able to start a Jarger community on a mixed 
farm with house and buildings to accommo- 
date, eventually, “15 or 20 peaple on a frugal 
scule.” “‘What I have to do and hope for 
at present is to meet some people .. . who 
will fulfil some of my rather stringent ideas 
as to suitability for thig project." These 
include either capital to contribute or means 
of maintenance for perhaps 18 months at 
10s.__15s. a week; skill and knowledge in 
sume suitable trade; ‘‘suitable age, health. 
and temperament”; ‘‘nbsence of crippling en- 
tanglements”; ‘sympathy with modern ideas 
as to food (vegetarianism), medicine or heal- 
ing. agriculture, economics, etc.” 


Three pacitists are hoping ta start a co- 
operative guest house in the Guildford area. 
An old farmhouse fs belng sought with 5-6 
acres for vegetable growing and market gar- 
den with the assistance of a former trainee of 
the Lincolnshire scheme. Paying guesta would 
carry aon their own joba if poasible and market 
gardening would be developed with a view to 
forming a community later. Offers of finan- 
cial assistance are invited from CO friends to 
W. S. Kay, High Shia, Bramley, near Guilld- 
ford, Surrey. 


—— 
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